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RPNAO Educators Conference Program 
08:00 – 
09:00 

Registration & Continental Breakfast  

09:00 – 
09:15 

Opening Comments  
Dianne Martin, RPN, RN, BScN, Executive Director,  
Registered Practical Nurses Association of Ontario, Mississauga, ON  
 
Beth McCracken, RPN, Deputy Executive Director,  
Registered Practical Nurses Association of Ontario, Mississauga, ON 

09:15 – 
10:15 

The Journey of Two Exemplary Organizations 
 
Nancy Lefebre, RN, BScN, MScN, CHE, FCCHSE, Chief Clinical 
Executive and Senior VP Knowledge & Practice, Saint Elizabeth Health 
Care 
 
Beverly Tezak, RN, BA, MHSC, CHE, Director Nursing, Professional 
Practice & Quality, Virginia Albrecht, RPN, Clinical Research Nurse 
Lakeridge Health Corporation, Oshawa 
 

10:15 – 
10:30 

Refreshment Break 

10:30 – 
11:20 

CONCURRENT SESSION A 
 A1 

Promoting Student Success 
through Connecting/Achieving/ 
Success Workshops 
Steven Jacobs, RN, BScN, MN, 
Coordinator Practical Nursing, 
Centennial College, Toronto, ON 

A2 
The Patient Focused Staffing 
Model 
Cheryl Hoare, BScN, Patient 
Focused Staffing Model Project 
Coordinator, Credit Valley Hospital, 
Mississauga, ON 

11:20 – 
11:30 

Stretch Break 

11:30 – 
12:20 

CONCURRENT SESSION B 
 B1 

Towards an Effective 
Integration of Educational 
Theory and Evaluation 
Approaches in Simulation 
Education 
Liz Fornasier, RN, BScN, MEd, 
Professor, George Brown College, 
Toronto, ON 

B2 
Interprofessional Care and 
Collaboration: Clarifying the 
RPN Role and Contributions 
within the Interprofessional 
Team    
Sara Lankshear , RN, PhD(C),  
Relevé Consulting Services, 
Penetanguishene, ON 

12:20 – 
13:30 

Luncheon 

 



 
13:30 – 
14:20 

CONCURRENT SESSION C 
 C1 

Interprofessional Preceptorship: 
Partners Along the Path of 
Learning 
Mary Elizabeth Roth, RN, BScN, 
Nursing Professor, Conestoga 
College ITAL, Kitchener, ON 

C2 
Coordinated Care Team Model 
and the RPN: Training, 
Support, Strategy 
Jo Forbell, RN, BScN, Nursing 
Practice Leader, Toronto East 
General, Toronto ON 

14:20 – 
14:30 

Refreshment Break 

14:45 – 
15:30 

Constructing a New Model for RPN Practice: 
Creating An Engaged Identity   
Nancy Purdy, RN, PhD(c), Associate Professor Daphne Cockwell School 
of Nursing Ryerson University, Toronto, ON 

15:30 – 
15:45 

Closing Remarks  
Dianne Martin, RPN, RN, BScN, Executive Director,  
Registered Practical Nurses Association of Ontario, Mississauga, ON  
 

 
POSTERS 

1. Towards Objective Assessment of Psychomotor Skills for Practical Nursing 
Students, Mary Jane Comiskey, RN, BScN, B.Ed. (Adult Ed.), MScN, Professor, 
Nursing, Lambton College, Sarnia, ON 

 
2. RPN Scope of Practice Enhancement in a Pediatric Rehab Setting, Krista 

Kamstra-Cooper, RN, BScN, CRN(C), Clinical Nurse Educator, Bloorview Kids 
Rehab, Toronto, ON 

 
3. Promoting Full-Scope of Practice Through Community Collaboration, 

Faculty Recruitment and Continuing Education: One College’s Journey, 
Carol Banks, RN, BScN, MBA, Professor of Nursing & Coordinator Pn Program, 
Lambton College, Sarnia, ON 

 
4. Interprofessional Student Collaboration, Vanessa Gale, Conestoga College, 

Kitchener, ON 
 

5A  Haudenosaunee Customs of Death and Dying,, Denise McQueen,  
       Lee-Ann Miller, Toni Martin, Practical Nurse Program, Mohawk College,   
       Hamilton, ON  

 
5B  The Birthing Center and what it offers the Aboriginal Community on Six  
       Nations, Nicola LaForme, Sharon Kopystynski, Ashley Jamieson, Practical    
       Nurse Program, Mohawk College, Hamilton, ON 



 


